
 1 

Key to Everything (pt. 4)  “What God Wants” 

 

A few years ago, �ewsweek magazine told the financial story of three generations in one family.   Frank, who 

was 86 at the time, was a child of the Depression.  Given his life experience, he was very conservative in his 

financial life … no debt, no financial risks.  He paid cash for his house and once burned a credit card that was 

mailed to him. His daughter, Linda, who was 53, had a car loan and a credit card balance that she usually paid 

off pretty quickly.  Linda’s daughter Jen was 29.  She carried a credit card debt of $8,000 (the national average, 

by the way), with a monthly car payment of $438.  Her annual income was $40,000.  While her grandfather 

would be mortified, Jen said, “I don’t think debt is a sin.  I’m living in a style I want to become accustomed to.”  

 

Three generations.  Three very different ways of approaching life financially.  Which looks most like your 

financial life?  Which one looks the most … to you … like financial bondage?  The guy who is limited by his 

refusal to use credit, or the girl who has both debt and significant monthly bills?  Do you agree or disagree that 

debt is a sin?  Have you ever thought about it?  My guess is that most of us don’t question the way our world 

works, and don’t think deeply about our use of money until it becomes a problem.  But as we’ve been saying all 

month, Jesus talked more about money than most any other subject, so getting a handle on how we think about 

it is important if we’re going to follow Him.  So we’ve been dealing this month with the issues of money and 

stuff and how we use them.  The first week, we learned that he subject might be money, but the issue is the 

health of our souls.  The second week we talked about Jesus’ call to put our treasures where our hearts are.  Last 

week we learned that it’s not what we’ve been given but what we do with it that counts.  How we invest in life 

will determine how much we get out of it.  This week, I want to expand on that point of investment.  I want to 

talk about getting an investment mentality that gives power to our money decisions by placing us line with what 

God is doing in the world.   

John Wesley is the one who put into words what is probably the most profound and fundamental statement ever 

made outside the Bible on the use of money.  He said this is the key to both financial and spiritual security:   

Earn all you can. Save all you can. Give all you can.  You’d be hard pressed to find any financial teaching 

anywhere that doesn’t begin with John Wesley’s maxim.  Others have said it differently … most of us have 

lived it differently.  I heard one old boy put his financial strategy this way:  “Get what you can.  Can what you 

get.  Sit on the can.”  Funny … but not really.  Because a lot of folks actually live by that rule, but the rule you 
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live determines your relationship to God.  So this morning, I want to challenge us all to think seriously about 

making the most of our money.  So let’s look again at Wesley’s maxim. 

First, earn all you can.  Now, obviously he’s not talking here about money as an end in itself.  Greed is a 

monster that will kill your soul.  Jesus says (Luke 16:13) -- �o one can serve two masters. Either you will hate 

the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God 

and Money. 

Why?  Because money for money’s sake is a form of bondage.  Getting and having for myself will put walls up 

between me and God.  But that does not mean that earning money is a bad thing.  In fact, Jesus taught that we 

ought to make the most of everything.  And Wesley said that money is a great tool for the kingdom of God … 

maybe the most valuable tool we’ve got in the material world.  So earning all you can, if it is part of a kingdom-

minded investment strategy is a wise beginning.   

Jesus tells a story about this in the book of Luke (the third book of the New Testament), chapter 16 … the first 

thirteen verses.  He says there was a rich man whose manager was accused of misappropriating funds.  Wasting 

money.  So the rich man called the manager in and fired him on the spot.  If you got called in tomorrow and got 

fired, what would you do?  The manager panicked.  He knew he wasn’t strong enough to work the fields and he 

was too good to beg … so on his way back to the office to pack up his things, he got an idea.  He called in some 

folks who owed the master some money and he asked them how much they owed.  Then he recorded on the 

books half that amount. He reduced their debt for them.  I imagine that some of you right now would love to 

have someone at your credit card company who was willing to do that for you.  Why did he do it?  He was 

trying to win friends and influence people so that when he ran out of money, he’d have some folks to take care 

of him.  And Jesus says (from a version called The Message): “�ow here's a surprise: The master praised the 

crooked manager! And why? Because he knew how to look after himself.  (Jesus says) Streetwise people are 

smarter in this regard than law-abiding citizens. They are on constant alert, looking for angles, surviving by 

their wits. I want you to be smart in the same way—but for what is right—using every adversity to stimulate you 

to creative survival, to concentrate your attention on the bare essentials, so you'll live, really live, and not 

complacently just get by on good behavior." 
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So the moral of the story is not the value of deception but the honor of getting the most from what you have … 

even if what you’ve got is adversity.  That’s how Dave Ramsey started Financial Peace University.  He filed for 

bankruptcy, learned a lot, then got passionate about helping others.  You see, its about getting past victim status 

so we can see the opportunities God has placed in front of us.  I love this parable, because it challenges us … 

even where our money is concerned … to get creative.  Stretch our vision.  Earn all you can.  Bruce Wilkinson 

says, “As long as you keep your heart clean and do not allow your fingers to grow sticky toward what he gives, 

accept what you want from the Lord. (in fact) Ask for more. Ask God to make the funnel that distributes his 

gifts grow larger. Gather your best friends to pray that God will give more money … (now listen … here’s the 

punchline) God wants me to enlarge my gift of giving supernaturally in order that nobody might be able to 

explain it.”  Earn all you can so you can (as Richard Foster says) “conquer it and use it to advance the kingdom 

of God.” 

Yesterday, a group of women from our church got up and went downtown at 6:30 in the morning and set up a 

booth to sell beaded jewelry with a vision for helping to fund our mission projects.  Nobody asked them to do 

that.  They just got creative and used what they had for the sake of advancing the Kingdom.  To me, that’s 

powerful.   

 

The point is … we can sit around and complain about all the money we don’t have and all the time we don’t 

have and all the resources we don’t have and use that as an excuse to limit our participation in the Kingdom.  Or 

we get together with a few others and ask God to give more.  But I think it starts with getting a vision for where 

you’re headed.  If all you want is more money, then I’m sure God’s going to answer your prayer.  But if you’ve 

got a vision for advancing the Kingdom and you’re passionate about it … I think God will delights in 

resourcing people with vision. 

 

Three … maybe four years ago … I remember getting a little discouraged about our church finances.  We’d  

had to spend a lot to get started and I was beginning to see the end of the funds … and I just remember being 

discouraged and praying about it … and I got a call out of the blue from a guy in another town.  He wanted to 

meet, and I was thinking, “I don’t have time for this,” but I met with him and we talked for about an hour and 

he asked all kinds of questions about the church and about our vision and I was doing what I usually do … just 

getting really excited about what I saw God doing.  And at the end of the meeting, the guy pulled out a check 
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for $25,000.  And he gave it to me and said, “I want to invest in this kind of work.  And my brother wants to 

write a check, too.”  Since then, that family has continued to invest in this ministry.  They don’t live here and 

they don’t benefit personally from our work.  But they have a vision for participating in what we do … and as 

God has blessed them to bless us.  Get a vision for investing in the Kingdom and then earn all you can.  Because 

the Kingdom can use your resources. 

Second, save all you can. Mark Rutland defines it this way.  He says that saving means “setting limits on my 

lifestyle in order that more might be made available to the kingdom of God and not go up in the smoke of mere 

consumerism.”  Let me say that again.  Saving means “setting limits on my lifestyle” so that more is available 

for the kingdom of God and less is spent on me.”  Because remember, we’re not earning just for the sake of 

having or saving for the sake of security.  We’re saving for a vision.  

Right now, the economy stinks.  Amen?  Greenspan says we’re in a weak recession.  This year, my home value 

went down, my mortgage payment went up and gas prices are going through the roof.  There has never been a 

better time to get a handle on our money.  I’d like to give you five practical ways you can save this summer … 

and I want to challenge you to pick one of these … just one … and try it in the next month: 

 

1. Open a savings account.  70% of Americans live paycheck to paycheck. The best way to get past that self-

defeating pattern is to begin saving.  Even if you’re in debt, start saving.  Find out the minimum amount 

required to open a savings account at your bank then do it ... tomorrow.  This is the first step Dave Ramsey 

teaches.  Start saving. 

 

2.  For one month, buy nothing on the internet.   Why?  Two words.  Shipping charges.  And listen … if 

nothing else, you’ve just freed up a whole lot of surf time for your family.  Americans spend an average of six 

hours shopping per week and they spend forty minutes a week relating to their children. So by not surfing and 

shopping, you’re not only saving, you’re investing.   

3. Save every receipt for a month.  This is Steve and I first got out of debt.  Every night we’d pull out our 

receipts and write down on a legal pad every purchase we made during the day and  figured out where our 

money was going.  And we found out where our treasure was.    
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This is from Randle Berlin, who is out of town today.  I showed him this list, and this is how he responded.  He 

wrote, “Gasoline has gone up 26% since this time last year.  Since most of us are used to daily commutes, 

running the kids around and visiting friends and family, this price increase is affecting us. The Consumer Price 

Index figures say this is the number one thing that's gone up in our household budgets this year — and it's only 

May!  "But there's nothing I can do," some say. I say, "Oh, yes there is!"  It's time to revisit the budget.  When I 

tell people this, some tell me they've crunched their budgets as much as they can. Then I ask, "How much is 

your car payment? ... How much is your monthly cable or satellite bill? ... Is the Starbucks drive-thru a regular 

stop on your morning commute?"  I hate to break it to them, but new cars, cable, and Starbucks are luxuries, 

NOT necessities! You can easily survive with a used (and paid-for!) car, no cable reality shows, and coffee 

made at home. Just think of all that money you could use to pay off debt and put toward your gasoline money 

for the month if you did just those 3 things!”  And Randle finishes with this:  “Do the math. A typical latte costs 

$3.59 for 16 oz. That's 22 cents per ounce or $28.72 a gallon! Have you drunk a gallon of latte lately??!!”  A 

gallon of coffee costs $28.72.  A gallon of gas costs $3.80.  And we’re complaining about the gas …  Jesus 

says, where your money is, there is your heart.   

 

4. Cut up a credit card. Then call and cancel the account.  The minute you pay off a card, cut it up and use 

cash.  Think of the Bibles for China that just your finance charges alone could buy.  Listen to what the prophet 

Malachi wrote.  He’s speaking for God and he says (Malachi 3:7-10) -- Return to me, and I will return to you," 

says the LORD Almighty.  "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' (and to that question, God responds financially 

… he says)  "Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me.  "But you ask, 'How are we robbing you?'  “In tithes 

and offerings.  You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me.  Bring the whole tithe 

into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I 

will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room 

enough to store it. 

 

I believe that for our nation, that curse of credit.  We have learned … and we are teaching our children … to 

have things we can not afford.  That’s bondage.  If you want to do something powerful for God … if you want 

to crush your prison … cut up your credit cards and get a vision for investing in the Kingdom. 
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5. Eat at home every night for a month.  If you are a family, eat at the table.  This is another one that is both 

saving and investing.  This is the one we want to try.  And I’m doing this now, in front of witnesses, so we’ll 

have to make good on it.   

 

The goal with any of these … or all of them … is to better position ourselves as investors.  That’s the key to 

everything:  To become a giver.  Dan Allender says, “The capacity to give to others out of the depths of one’s 

soul is a rich delight.  Being a good neighbor who is willing to lend a hand to someone in need is pleasant 

enough.  How much more delight is there (or at least there should be) in offering one’s soul – one’s core 

possession that will last for eternity – to another for his supreme good?  The joy is beyond words.”   

 

The key to everything is that last piece in Wesley’s maxim:  Give all you can.   Paul said to the Corinthians (2 

Corinthians 9:6-12) -- 6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, 

so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written: 

"They have scattered abroad their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever." 10 �ow he who 

supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge 

the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every 

occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is 

not only supplying the needs of the Lord's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  

 

Our giving creates abundant blessing, opportunities for righteousness to abound, a spirit of generosity to 

contribute into the flavor of this world, and many expressions of thanks to God.  This week, someone put a gift 

card in someone else’s mailbox.  On the envelope, they put this church’s address.  I know about it because I got 

a call asking who did it.  I have no idea.  But I know that righteousness flowed from that gift … and many 

expressions of thanksgiving.  That’s the kind of community I want to be part of.   
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It takes resolve … a willingness to move from consuming to investing.  Today … right now … are you willing 

to make that shift?  I want to close with words someone else has written. I don’t know the source, but for me 

this is as powerful an invitation as I can offer:  “This is between you and the God who has given you his best. 

This is between you and the God who is busy preparing a place for you in eternity. He can't stand the thought of 

spending one day of eternity without you. So honor God with your money. Honor him in how you earn it, how 

you spend it, how you save it, how you avoid debt, how you're generous with the poor, and how you bring the 

full tithe into his work on a regular basis. And here is the promise from Almighty God Himself: He'll pour 

blessings into your life.” 


